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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 1, 2, and 5- 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US patent 6425204 in view of US patent 4442632. The '204 reference shows the 
adjustable rail of claim 1 in figure 7 where the rail is reference numeral 10, door base 
20, protrusion 300, fixing means or screw 55, and sliding block or nut 59. However, the 
'204 reference does not show the screw and nut paired with a washer. This is shown in 
the '632 reference in figure 3 where screw 44 has nut 46 and washer 47. While the 
washer shown in the '632 reference is shown flat, Examiner notes that it is mating with a 
flat surface, and to mate with a curved or protruding surface, such as that shown by the 
nut 59 in the '204 reference, would be mere design choice change in shape and thus 
obvious, see MPEP 2144.04 IV Section B. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention as the use of washers with screws and 
nuts was known in the art at the time. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to 
combine because the benefits of washers were known in the art at the time, such as 
increasing the stability of the fastening (the fastener remains fastened longer) and 
decreasing the wear on parts. 

Regarding claim 2, the protrusion 300 shown in figure 7 of the '204 reference is 
drawn in the rail itself. 

Regarding claim 5, the protrusion 300 shown in figure 7 of the '204 reference is 
round in shape. 



Application/Control Number: 10/533,895 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3634 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, the '204 reference shows a shaped nut in figure 7 
reference numeral 59. The shaped nut is shows that to have a convex or concave 
shaped washed would be mere design choice as the nut performs the same function 
and mates with the protrusion and screw and it would be mere change in shape to use a 
convex or concave washer to mate with the protrusion, see MPEP 2144.04 IV section B. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art as shaped fasteners were 
known in the art at the time. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to combine 
because the shaped washer can provide easier adjustment in convex state of increased 
adjustment in concave with no manufacturing design changes, only a parts change 
which is always desirable in the art. 

Regarding claim 8, the fastening are with protrusion 300 shown in figure 7 of the 
'204 reference is shown at the upper end of rail 10. 

Regarding claim 9, the dual diameter screw is shown in the '632 reference in 
figure 4 reference numeral 84. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time as dual diameter screws were known in the art at the time. One of 
ordinary skill would be motivated to combine because the dual diameter screw allows 
for increased adjustment with no change in manufacturing design, only in the screw part 
itself, which will be lower cost which is always desirable in the art. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6425204 and US 4442632 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of US patent 
3844064. Neither the '204 not the '632 reference show the separate protrusion of claim 
3. This is shown in the '064 reference in figure 1 where separate protrusion, 
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unnumbered, mates with adjustment screw 22. Also, making a part separable is 
obvious, see MPEP 2144.04 V section C. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to combine 
because of manufacturing factors such as cost of labor, cost of parts, amount of 
machining needed, etc.... 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6425204 and US 4442632 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of US patent 
5038519. Neither the '204 not the '632 reference shows the elastic washer protrusion 
of claim 4. The equivalent of this is shown in the '519 reference in figures 2, 3, and 5 
where reference numeral 60 is a spring washer. The spring washer is equivalent to the 
elastic washer in the both allow for movement or adjustability. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention as spring and elastic 
washers were known in the art at the time. One of ordinary skill in the art would be 
motivated to combine because the use of an elastic washer allows for adjustment of the 
rail and therefore a more flexible assembly and therefore a better fitting of parts which is 
always desirable in the art. 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
6425204 and US 4442632 as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of US patent 
281 8251 . Neither the '204 not the '632 reference shows the spring nut of claim 1 0. The 
spring nut/lock washer is taught in the '251 reference in column 5 lines 11-13. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time as spring nut/lock 
washers were known in the art at the time. One of ordinary skill would be motivated to 
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combine because the ability of the spring nut/lock washer to increase the stability of the 
fastener (fastener remains fastened longer) were known in the art at the time. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/14/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Regarding applicant's arguments directed to the washer of claims 1 ; 
and subsequently by dependence claims 2, 5-9, 3, 4, and 10; Examiner has clarified in 
the above rejection that the shape of the washer is a design choice change in shape. 
Further, Examiner notes that the combination of references is a combination of 
concepts, therefore, as the '204 reference teaches a shaped protrusion and mating nut 
with screw and the '632 reference teaches a screw with nut and washer, combined the 
references teach a shaped washer as a shaped washer would fit with the shaped nut of 
the '204 reference and shaped connectors were clearly known in the art at the time. 

Regarding applicant's arguments directed to the rounded protrusion of claim 5, 
Examiner maintains that this is taught in the '204 reference as stated in the above 
rejection as the shaped nut clearly mates with the rounded protrusion. 

Regarding applicant's arguments directed to claims 6 and 7, Examiner has 
clarified in the above rejection that the shape of the washer is a design choice change in 
shape. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CATHERINE A. KELLY whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3660. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8am 
- 4:30pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Katherine Mitchell can be reached on 571-272-7069. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. A. K.I /KATHERINE W MITCHELL/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3634 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3634 
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